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in Paoting Fu before returning to Peking. It was the first time that such an honour had been conferred upon the city, and great was the excitement of the crowds.
The procession was a wonderful sight when, after hours of waiting, it came in view and progressed towards the palace between the lines of Yuan Shih Kai's black-turbaned soldiers in their neat uniform of dark blue, bordered with red. The first personage to appear was the Emperor, borne swiftly along by seventy-two bearers in his yellow chair, and lost to sight almost before his passing had been realized. Then came a company of mounted soldiers with drawn swords, and finally the Empress-Dowager herself in a yellow chair similar to that of the Emperor. As she came in view those guarding the line fell upon their faces, " kotowing " with their foreheads to the ground, so that we who were standing immediately behind them had an excellent opportunity of seeing her. The next to pass was the young Empress, whose relatively inferior dignity did not entitle her to a yellow chair. She occupied a beautiful Peking cart covered with silk, the wheels set right behind the body of the cart to mark the exalted rank of the occupant. The fine mule between the shafts was caparisoned with gold filigree harness and yellow silk reins. After that of the young Empress came a long string of other carts carrying less important personages, the rear being brought up by luggage wagons laden with bundles wrapped in yellow cloth and corded with yellow silk.
On the afternoon of the same day the Empress-Dowager signified her wish to receive me in audience at the Palace. I had a friend with me who had94                   ' INDISCRETIONS'
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